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BUILDING A LIFE OF MATURITY
Proverbs 6:1-19

RESPONSIBILITY (6:1-5)

1 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, have given your pledge for a stranger, 2 if you are snared 
in the words of your mouth, caught in the words of your mouth, 3 then do this, my son, and save yourself, for you 
have come into the hand of your neighbor: go, hasten, and plead urgently with your neighbor. 4 Give your eyes 
no sleep and your eyelids no slumber; 5 save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from 
the hand of the fowler.

“Putting up security”  or “giving your pledge” -- It means to vouch for someone financially or legally. It means 
you’re legally responsible if another person fails to pay a debt or to perform a duty. It’s co-signing a loan. 
Verses 1-2 say if you’ve put up security for someone else…you are snared and caught in a trap.

In fact did you know that the Federal Trade Commission on it’s website gives a sober warning about cosigning 
a loan?

Listen to this sober warning…

You are being asked to guarantee this debt. Think carefully before you do. If the borrower does not pay the debt, 
you will have to. Be sure you can afford to pay if you have to, and that you want to accept this responsibility.

You may have to pay up to the full amount of the debt if the borrower does not pay. You may also have to pay 
late fees or collection costs, which increase this amount.

The creditor can collect this debt from you without first trying to collect from the borrower. The creditor can use 
the same collection methods against you that can be used against the borrower, such as suing you, garnishing 
your wages, etc. If this debt is ever in default, that fact may become a part of your credit record. 

The warning is simple: Don’t become the debtor for a strangers debt.

Now I want to be clear on something. The bible is not anti-helping people. In fact it’s pro-help.

When you give help to someone, you aren’t looking to be paid back.

And, Jesus teaches us to give generously and cheerfully. We are to give like Christ gave...

2 Cor 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

We often give less than we can because we want to maintain a lifestyle of comfort…so we only give out of the 
excess of our excess.

God is a generous God and when you’ve experienced his grace and generosity it changes you. You realize that 
all you have is not your own…it’s all a gift and so you can be generous with it. We can take the gifts we’ve relied 
and help others. 
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In fact, Proverbs 3:27-28 teaches the wisdom of generous giving:

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is within your power to do it.  Do not say to your 
neighbor, go and come again tomorrow I will give it — when you have it with you.

Where we can, we should help people who are in over their heads. 

But this doesn’t mean we are called to enter into agreements where we are legally on the line for unwise risks.

Wisdom Strand: Responsibility with finances is marked by generosity and thoughtfulness, kindness and 
discernment.

RELIABILITY (6:6-11)
6 Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. 7 Without having any chief, officer, or ruler, 8 she 
prepares her bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest. 9 How long will you lie there, O sluggard? When 
will you arise from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 11 and 
poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.

The Sluggard is lazy and slow. No work ethic. Sleeping the day away. No drive and motivation to make 
something of themselves. It’s the epitome of a wasted life.

Ray Ortlund describes the sluggard this way:

“The sluggard is sluggish and slow, hesitant when he should be decisive, active, forthright. His life motto is, 
“Don’t rush me.” He is lazy, constantly making the soft choice, losing one opportunity after another after 
another after another, day by day, moment by moment, until he lies there helpless in his wasted life.”

Here we see the sluggard is unreliable in that he lacks motivation to start. The hardest part of any project or 
decision is to start. 

Steven Pressfield in his book The War of Art says this:

“Most of us have two lives. The life we live and the unlived life within us. Between the two stands Resistance. “

The Sluggard never gets past that resistance to start. He stays in the comfort and indecision of the covers.

He stays in the stupor of drowsiness and little by little, moment by moment opportunity slips away. He does 
not commit himself to anything and so one small surrender after another he finds himself in poverty.

Second, the sluggard Fails to Finish.

If the sluggard does get out of bed, Proverbs 26:15 says

The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; it wears him out to bring it back to his mouth.

The sluggard is so sluggish, he can’t bring up his own hand to feed himself. He starts, brings his hand to the 
dish and gives up bringing it up to his mouth.

The proverb is painting a comical picture of a tragic life that is unreliable because he doesn’t finish what he 
starts.
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Martin Luther King Jr. said…

If you can't fly, then run. If you can't run, then walk. If you can't walk, then crawl. But whatever you do, you have 
to keep moving forward."

On the rare occasion that the sluggard does start something, he lacks the drive to finish it.

Third, the sluggard Fails with Excuses

Proverbs 22:13 says, 

The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside! I shall be killed in the streets!”

This is a straw-man excuse. There’s no lions on main street. What’s out there? A job, a mission, a relationship, a 
family, a life to live. 

The sluggard is unreliable because he makes excuses and never shows up.

Ben Franklin once wrote,

 “He that is good for making excuses is seldom good for anything else.”

The sluggard devotes what little energy he has to making excuses. 

The strand of wisdom here is this: RELIABILITY means we prepare and plan, work hard with motivation and 
determination to finish strong.

A life of maturity is not failing to start or finish or in making excuses. The life of wisdom prepares and plans. 
The life of maturity works hard. 

A life of wisdom is motivated and determined to be faithful to the end. The mature person is Reliable.

RELATIONSHIPS (6:12-19)

12 A worthless person, a wicked man, goes about with crooked speech, 13 winks with his eyes, signals with his 
feet, points with his finger, 14 with perverted heart devises evil, continually sowing discord; 15 therefore 
calamity will come upon him suddenly; in a moment he will be broken beyond healing.

Now the writer talks about the worthless and wicked person.

This is a strong passage written with strong language because relationships have power. They can build a person up 
or they can tear a person down. 

This relationally volatile person described here uses deceptive speech, has evil motivations, and disrupts community.

In fact, listen to the intensity of our final verses in this passage.

16 There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to 
evil, 19 a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.

Everyone has lied. Everyone has wronged someone. Everyone has devised a plan to hurt someone. 
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Everyone has disrupted relational harmony.

That’s not what this passage is talking about. Everyone sins. This is talking about the one who sins 
aggressively. The one who gets pleasure out of it. The one whose life is marked by sneakiness and deception. 
The one whose life is marked by evil motivations and seeks to do harm. 

Fred Rogers in his book, The World According to Mister Rogers: Important Things to Remember says it this 
way…

“Part of the problem with the word 'disabilities' is that it immediately suggests an inability to see or hear or 
walk or do other things that many of us take for granted. But what of people who can't feel? Or talk about their 
feelings? Or manage their feelings in constructive ways? What of people who aren't able to form close and 
strong relationships? And people who cannot find fulfillment in their lives, or those who have lost hope, who live 
in disappointment and bitterness and find in life no joy, no love? These, it seems to me, are the real 
disabilities.” 

In their book The Relational Soul, Plass and Cofield write, 

“We must get to both the conscious and unconscious realities of our story. We must do so because whatever we 
do not own will eventually own us.”

If we are honest with where we struggle, we can begin to find healing and freedom. 

This negative example of relationships gone wrong point us to how relationships should be.

The strand of wisdom here is this: RELATIONSHIPS should be marked by love and trust, honesty and 
vulnerability.

Timeless wisdom that leads to maturity understands Responsibility, Reliability, and Relationships.


