
BELIEVE AND LIVE // JOHN 1:1-13 // THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST  

OUTLINE:  
1. The Eternal Christ (vv. 1-3) 

• Eternally Existing 
• Eternally in Relationship 
• Eternally God 
• Eternally Creator 
• Application:  

• Awe and Worship 
• Trust 

2. The Coming Christ (vv.6-8) 
• John The Baptist: A link between the Old and New Testaments 
• Prophecies of the Coming Christ: Mal. 3:1, Gen. 3:15, Is. 7:14, Mic. 5:2, Zech. 9:9, Is. 53. 
• Application:  

• The scriptures point you to the greatness of Jesus so study them.  
• God uses people like John the Baptist and us to point others to Christ.  

3. The Loving Christ (vv. 4,5 & 9-13) 
• Christ’s Love Revealed 
• Christ’s Love Rejected 
• Christ’s Love Received 
• Application: Receive God’s love.  

QUOTES 
• “The most compelling reason for Christians to read and study the Old Testament lies in the 

New Testament. The New Testament witnesses to the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is the One in 
whom and through whom all the promises of God find their fulfillment.”  

• As Mark Dever helpfully puts it, “The Message of the Old Testament is ‘Promise made’. The 
message of the New Testament is ‘Promise Kept.’  

• John Piper comments: “Jesus could have managed by himself—he was the light of the world. 
But evidently God's wisdom dictates that his Son should be heralded, announced, proclaimed 
by people that he sends. Evidently God knows that this is the way to bring the greatest 
happiness to men and the greatest glory to his Son.”  

• Jen Wilkin comments on God’s love, “Whereas our common notion of love is that it is an 
emotion to be experienced, [biblical] love is an act of the will… In other words, love does not 
merely feel; it acts. Two hundred fifty-nine times the Bible describes a love that acts.”  

• J.C. Ryle, The Anglican Bishop of Liverpool in the 1800’s : Christ is to the souls of men 
what the sun is to the world. He is the center and source of all spiritual light, warmth, life, 
health, growth, beauty, and fertility. Like the sun, He shines for the common benefit of all 
mankind--for high and for low, for rich and for poor, for Jew and for Greek. Like the sun, He 
is free to all. All may look at Him, and drink health out of His light.


