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THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM
Proverbs 1:1-7

“Life is a matter of choices, and every choice you make makes you.” — John C. Maxwell

DEFINITION OF WISDOM

Wisdom refers to the skill of Godly living so that a life of lasting value is produced. Wisdom is the skill, expertise, 
and competence that understands how life really works and how to achieve results that honor the Lord.

FIVE SKILLS OF WISDOM.

Practical Wisdom — refers to the skill in getting things done, how to make a goal into reality — not just talking about 

Intellectual Wisdom — is the skill to acquire information and to distinguish what’s true from false, important 
from irrelevant and to put that knowledge to work.

Moral Wisdom —  is the ability to live a holy life based on God’s standard that seeks to treat people fairly and 
make things right where they are wrong and to do so with faithfulness over the long haul.

Discerning Wisdom — is the ability to grasp and comprehend what is obscure. And those who desire wisdom 
will put in the work to unpack the riddle and think through the proverb. Understanding doesn’t often come 
immediately.

Directional Wisdom — developing your character and your trust and dependence on him so that you as you 
grow to maturity, you’re able to make decisions that bring him glory and lead to your flourishing.

DIAGNOSTIC QUESTIONS

So how do you know if you are teachable?

Here’s some diagnostic questions…

1. Do you admit when you are wrong?
2. Do you ask for help?
3. Do you act defensive when criticized, or do you listen openly for truth?
4. Can you point to areas where you have changed your opinion on a matter based on new information
5. Would those close to you describe you as teachable?

HELPFUL QUOTES

C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity wrote —
In God you come up against something which is in every respect immeasurably superior to yourself. Unless you 
know God as that—and, therefore, know yourself as nothing in comparison—you do not know God at all. As long 
as you are proud, you cannot know God. A proud man is always looking down on things and people; and, of 
course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.
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Pastor Ray Ortlund on the fear of the Lord…
What your ABC’s are to reading Shakespeare, what playing the scales are to performing Bach, what 2 + 2 = 4 is 
to doing calculus, the fear of the Lord is to wisdom. We start there, and we never leave it behind. Our search for 
reality can go wrong not only because of miscalculations along the way but also because of one grand blunder 
at the start—leaving God out, and making ourselves the judges of everything.

Thomas Chalmers, a puritan pastor once wrote…
“The only way to dispossess [the heart] of an old affection, is by the expulsive power of a new one.”

Annie Dillard, once said — 
How we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our lives. What we do with this hour, and that one, is what 
we are doing. 


